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EDITOR LEAVES FoR AFRICA 


Japan's representative at. ete forthcoming nsec of 
the International Missionary Council in Ghana, West Africa, 
will be the Reverend Kaname Tsukahara, Gencral Affairs 
_ Department Secretary of the National Christian Council, and 
Editor of the ACTIVITY NEWS. Mr. Tsukahara left Tokyo 
International Airport December 21... The Assembly is scheduled 
to meet in Accra, capital of the new state of Ghana, from 
December 28 until January 6. 


Neg 
Tyibce tc ta! line with the conference theme, "The Christian Mission 
_ at This Hour", Mr. Tsukahara is taking with him, in response | 
7 toa ‘quostzennaire received from the International Missionary 
Council, a statement of the findings of the National Christian 

“Couficil. These findings, which are to be submitted to the. 
Ghana meeting, tell of recent events in Japan which illustrate 
the meaning of the Christian mission in our day. The paper 

indicates some of the questions tnat arise in Japan in the 
shaping of missionary strategy, and concludes with the follow- 
ing statement on mission and unity: 


om the standpoint. of Christianity Japan is still a pagan 
+ its people in general do not have any real understand- 
f the Ghristian | religion, and the multiplicity of its 
nations and sects perplexes them. In such an envirenment 
is particular need for an’ ecumenical movement. 


a _tHowever , under such: Op eanstances the ecumenical approach 
hould mot be taken to mean merely a cooperative movement. Our 
41 desire is for the kind of ecumenical movement which takes 
ts eae and ae Ene ies iesiag of the Church. 


Peona) Westoaary eoancr and ‘ghe Tarts ecantik of 
ea become one eee and thus exercise a ee function 


ride a ei, ee in Senin Bae eeriana, where he hones | 
t t the World Counciid of Churches! Commission on Faith 
int behalf of the *Japan National Christian Council's 
commission; on church unity. \He ea go on to 


2 the Division. of Foreign Wei ons of the National’ 
of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A., Mr, Tsukahara 
lans “to got in touch with Japanese pastors across the 
ve) ae ee in Onder,’ ‘tO: enlist their ieee in the 
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i Oe oO Church (Kirisuto a 
cares a new church in Tokyo. The Reverend at 


? in Japan held its annual meeting at 

u tehureh in “Osaka on November 15-17, with forty-two 
rs and elders in attendance. The Koreans have fifty 
urches and preaching stations in this country, with 1,370 
smbers and 6& ~ ecatachumens. The total Korean community in 
an, however, numbers 680,000, and of this number some 
0,000 have ties with North Korea, Welfare work and medical 
linics in Osaka and Kyoto, 'as well as direct rie ie tase sere are 
the concern of the Korean Church. Many of their countrymen 
belong to the poorest classes of Japanese society. One 
onary couple from the Presbyterian Church of Canada helps 
the Korean Church in its witness. 


Next year the Koreans will observe the fiftieth anniversary 
Seicie church in this: country. During the Meiji Era, 

n Tsuda, founder of Tsuda English School in Tokyo, was 
trumental in the conversion of a young Korean, Li Shu-chung. 
_ in turn, translated the Gospel of St. Mark into the Korean 
language, and wrote an article about Korea which later appeared 
in a Magazine in the United States. This article, which came 
the attention of Presbyterian and Methodist leaders, helped 
y awaken concern for the evangelization of Korea, and. the 
imerican mission boards, in 1884, and 1885, sent missionaries to 
orea for the first time. 


In 1906 Li helped to organize the first Korean YMCA in 
kyo, with a particular mission to students from Korea studying 
ire. In 1907 the group called a pastor from Korea, and in 
aoe. a Be Sabet Church was Organized. In bine this ErOue 


FINTO ALL THE WORLD" 


Ne number of Japanese Christian denominations are now 
esponding to the divine command, "Go into all the world and 
each the Gospel," Among those sending pastors and establish- 
‘ing churches in Japanese communities overseas are the United 
‘Church of Christ in Japan, the Japan Episcopal Church, the 
eparit of Jesus Church, and the Japan Baptist Convention. 


In years before world We er ITI, some groups the t are now 
‘part of the United Church carried on evangelistic work in 
‘Manchuria, in pues and in. the Pacific TO LENGS 5 More 


a touch with Japancse pastors “and churches in faa 
mada, and Latin America. (See ACTIVITY NEWS Number 113, 
bee 1957. ap The Reverend Tsunetaro peeked of the 


1 Por cana ag the National ates on net and. 
Church are now sending Christian literature to 
ates dn Ea ee Seele 
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piecopal. Caution in the prewar era, had work z ae 
PeMemchuria., and Karafuto (Japanese Sakhalin). at. i ae 
sas time Bei Scopatian concern centers in Okinawa. << 

» churches of Okinawa are under the jurisdiction ee 
"Lean Diocese of Hawaii, they are visited each year a= 
p irom Japan. Ministerial candidates from Okinawa res 
dau seminarics in this country. Japanese Episcopa- i934 
2 budgeted Yen 300,000 to assist in the training cg = 
S01 Leachers and in the distribution of Christia F 
throughout Okinawa. 


sround S20 Paulo, Brazil, the Anglican Communion 
1 by seven pa stors, ten organized churches, and 
Bac =hg stations that serve the Japanese community in 


: pirts of Jesus Church has been active for five © Bee 

Okinawa. They have established fourteen churches 
isiend, with a total emer esp of about 7,000. They : = 
two. women evangelists to the Japanese ecmmunity Ss 
pred ane: have ee to start. work in Ce os Se wt 


abives of ce tin Baptist Convention are also. 
sland of Okinawa. 


Sess The pearinent’ ear tested for some years Bates Se 
eigeoracel Spears but found that this was : See 


ae See years, these Christian educators have 
Waith and Life Curriculum of the Presbyterian Church, 
and have now workec cut a tentative plan for a more 
‘unified’ curriculum. - feecreaTe en children will | 
-program, however the rest of the curriculum 

J2- Gor ee-year cycle with the following themes: 
"The Biblet, and "The Churchr. Outlines are 

4or primary children. junior high, senior high, 

+ Sy ef the Church School. 


eional reat ig ccacerned only with overall plan- 
6: study, and week-by-week-topics. Lesson plans 
pretee must be prepared by- cach denomination in line 
mere geeds..- Users of the eurriculun plan will 
noran phuseho and the United Church. Free Methodist 


se have also pndichted: their acceptance of it. 


4b 
= 


. ees y 
i 


r 
- - . 
‘ 


of the curriculum outline is set for next 
_World Convention on Christian Education 
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